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Coronariografía en el mixoma
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Myxoma is the most frequent benign primary cardiac 
tumor. Echocardiography is its main diagnostic tool; 
however, cardiac catheterization plays an important 
role in the diagnostic and preoperative approach. 

These images correspond to a 64 year-old female 
hypertensive patient with no cardiac history, who 
was hospitalized due to syncope without prodrome. 
At the physical examination she was normotensive, 
presenting 2 heart sounds in 4 foci, split S2, without 
murmurs, and with no signs of acute pump failure. 
Transesophageal and transthoracic echocardiography 
showed a 3x3 cm well-defined, heterogeneous hyper-
echoic mobile mass in the left atrium (Figure 1). Coro-
nary angiography revealed a mass in the left atrium 
highly vascularized by a branch of the right coronary 
artery, consistent with cardiac tumor (Figure 2). Sur-
gical resection of the tumor and placement of an atrial 
septal patch were performed.  The presence of cardiac 
myxoma was confirmed by pathology.

Although the importance of coronary angiography 
is to rule out associated coronary artery disease in pa-
tients with cardiac myxoma, a hypervascular image 
located at the level of the left atrium can lead to tumor 
diagnosis. 

Conflicts of interest
None declared (See authors’ conflict of interest forms in the 
web/ Supplementary Material).

REFERENCES

- Bayer D, Veloso W, Gadioli J, Serpa R, Almeida R, Reseck A, et al. 
Angina instável desencadenada por tumor cardiaco primario: Relato 
de caso. Rev Bras Cardiol 2005;13:311-4.
- Hasdemir H, Ahmet A, Yücesin A, Erdinler I. Left atrial myxo-
ma with severe neovascularization: role of preoperative coronary 
angiography. Türk Kardiyol Dern Arş - Arch Turk Soc Cardiol 
2011;39:163-5. http://doi.org/ct4xf2
- Isma R, Parthasarthy H, Grahame C. Atrial myxomas and coronary 
angiography. Catheter Cardiovasc Interv 2010;76:156-7. http://doi.
org/cbsdhh
- Van Cleemput J, Daenen W, De Geest H. Coronary angiography in 
cardiac myxomas: findings in 19 consecutive cases and review of the 
literature. Cathet Cardiovasc Diag 1993;29:217-20. http://doi.org/
d6xkm2

MTSAC Full Member of the Argentine Society of Cardiology

Rev Argent Cardiol 2016;84:60. http://dx.doi.org/10.7775.rac.v84.i1.7017

Fig. 1. A 60° two-chamber view transesophageal echocardiography, re-
vealing a 3x3 cm well-defined heterogeneous hyperechoic mass in the 
left atrium.

Fig. 2. Coronary angiography in LAO projection, showing blush at the 
level of the left atrium arising from an atrial branch of the right coro-
nary artery.




